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Free Venture Named as a 'Top 50' Program in Innovations in American Government Awards
SACRAMENTO, Calif., March 16, 2005 /PRNewswire/ -- The California Youth Authority is pleased to announce that the Free Venture Program has been named a "Top 50" program in the 2005 Innovations in American Government Awards  competition by the Ash Institute for Democratic Governance and Innovation,  Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, and its partner, the Council for Excellence in Government.
     Since 1985, the Free Venture Program has enabled private sector companies to partner with the California Youth Authority and set up shop in its  facilities. These companies have provided wards with real-world experience in meaningful jobs where they learn skills they can take with them when they return to their communities. Free Venture wards also pay taxes, pay victim restitution, and deposit money into saving accounts while they are held in an institution.
     "Public safety is the number one priority of my administration, and it is through programs like Free Venture that these young offenders can learn real-world job skills, pay into a victims restitution fund, and get the training they need to turn away from crime," said Youth and Adult Correctional Agency  Secretary Roderick Hickman. "Vocational education is a proven, effective and a smart way to impact the lives of the young men and women who are sent to the CYA.  I congratulate CYA Director Walter Allen III, his staff, and the enterprising companies for collaborating with the California Youth Authority's Free Venture Program."
     "Free Venture is a positive treatment program that not only teaches transferable job skills, but provides an opportunity for these young offenders to transition successfully back into society to become productive, law-abiding citizens," said Director Allen.  "I commend all of the Free Venture's partners for their commitment to the program and for their willingness to help juvenile offenders turn their lives around."
[bookmark: _GoBack]     The Innovations in Government Awards endeavors to showcase some of the current positive government public-private programs in America, which encourages implementation of best practices. Many of these innovations are available at the Harvard Innovators website http://www.innovations.harvard.edu/.  This is the second time that the CYA has been named as a finalist; the first time was in 1999 for an innovative educational program.
     The announcement comes at a critical time for the CYA as it undergoes massive reform of the department. Under the reorganization plan proposed by Governor Schwarzenegger, the CYA will "get back to the basics" of treatment and rehabilitation of its youthful offenders.
     For more information about Free Venture, please contact the CYA at (916) 262-1479.
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